





Clean Up Inspector





Choose one child to be the “clean up” inspector.  That child gets to walk around the room and “inspect” things.  The inspector tells classmates if objects are misplaced, if a center needs a little more attention, etc.  This encourages children to take responsibility for their own learning environment.





Hint!  The inspector can use a puppet or stuffed animal to help them do their job.  


The inspector could also write tickets for messy desks!








Tidy Up  (All Day Long CD)





Sing this song to the tune of “Jingle Bells” to remind children to clean up:





Chorus:


Tidy up, tidy up, put your things away.


Tidy up, tidy up, we’re finished for today.


Oh, tidy up, tidy up, put your things away.


For we’ll get them out again another school day.





We’ve had lots of fun as we’ve worked and played.


Now it’s time to all join in and play the clean up game.


Chorus.














Timer





To help prepare children to clean-up or move to another activity, set a timer for five minutes.  Explain, “You have five more minutes.  When the timer goes off we will have a whisper clean up.”





Hint!  You can also have a classroom helper called “The Five Minute Person.”  When there’s five minutes left of centers, recess, etc. that person walks around holding up their hand as they say, “Five more minutes!  Five more minutes!”











Magic Trash





Select one random piece of trash to be the “magic trash.”  Have children pick up the room.  As they dump the paper and scraps in the trash can, inspect what they have in their hands.  The one to find the “magic trash” gets a prize or gets to be the line leader.





Hint!  If there is still trash on the floor, say, “Oh, I see another piece of magic trash.  Who can find it?”














 Flashlight Fun





Use painting tape to make letters on your ceiling tiles.  (Or if your principal approves, simply paint the letters on the tiles.)  Turn off the lights and have children lay on their backs.  Give children small flashlights.  Sing alphabet songs, such as “Alphardy,” “Letters in My Mouth,” “Letter Tales,” etc.  Have the children point to the letters of the alphabet with their lights as you sing.





Hint!  You could also let them point to letters on the word wall or the classroom alphabet.











Rest and Doodle





Use “rest and doodle” to give children a quiet time after lunch.  Turn off the lights and play some classical music.  Give each child a sheet of paper and a pencil.  Explain that they may put their heads down and “rest” or they may “doodle” quietly on their paper.





Hint!  The brain research reminds us that children need quiet periods throughout the day so their brains can process information.  Independent reading, story tapes, and chapter books are other ways to give children a little “down time” in the middle of the day.




















